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September 28, 2013

Transparency in formulatlon

of BMC budget sought

Staﬁ' Reporteri'

BERHAMPUR: Transparency of
budget of the Berhampur
Municipal Corporation
(BMC) should get enhanced
along with increased public
participation during forma-

tion of the budget, demanded

civil society activists of the
city. i
They made this demand on
Saturday during the know
/your city budget’ campaign
taken up by the Youth for So-
cial Development (YSD) as
part of the Global Movement
for Budget Transparency,
Accountability and Partici-
pation (BTAP). Added to it
September 28 is also observ-
ed as the ‘Inte matmnal nght
| taKnow Day"." *
| During a semlna: of the
‘know your city budget’ cam:
paign on Saturday, all sp-eak—
‘ers were of the opinion that

all citizens of the city had ab-
solute right to know about
details and intricacies of the
budget of the BMC.

They demanded mandato-
ry public disclosure of budget
document and allocations
before its approval by the
BMC. There was demand for
strengthening ward commit-
tees for public consultations
in budget making process.

There was demand for en-
hancement of budgetary allo-
cation for the urban poor and

‘basic services like drinking

water, sanitation, housing
and transportation.

They wanted the BMC to
provide information to the
public regarding the budget

through . voluntary
ot

Different aspects of the re-
cent BMC budget were also
discussed.

An alarming fact that came

to the fore was that the own
income of the BMC was on
the decline. Its growth rate

-had declined from 17.4 per

cent in 2001-02 to 3 per cent
in 2013-14.

The BMC is over depend-
ent on grants and aids which
amounts 73 per cent of its
budget income. Sanitation
remains a low priority aréaof
the BMC as 14.74 per cent of
budgetary allocation was be-
ing spent on it .

nditure on water sup-
ply of the BMC was only 4.95
per cent of its budget. Al-
though there are 137 slums in
the city and a sizeable pop-
ulation lives in them, the ex-
penditure on making the city
slum free was 23.78 per cent.
The expenditure on street
lighting and public recre-
ation zones was also low in

. comparison to expectations

of citizens.

Seminar seeks public disclosure of BMC budget papers
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BERHAMPUR: A

s want BMC to make budget public

number of civil society orgatﬁsaﬁuns

of Silk City led by Youth for Social Development
demanded that the BMC budgets should be made pub-
lic now. They conducted a meeting at Gate Bazar yes-
terday while Organizing Secretary Bibhu Prasad Sahu
observed that people should be made aware about the
‘income and expenditure of BMC. While about 80 per-
cent of funds of BMC is provided by the state and cen-
tral governments, how the BMC is failing to serve the
public, he asked, alleging that BMC cannot provide the -
bare necessary services to the public. Services in drink-
ing water supply and sanitation are not at all satisfacto-
ry, they observed, adding that roads and bridges are
bad shape. The civil society members also alleged that
the urban poor living in 137 slums in the city are living

in miserable condition.
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