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Social audit shows

Staff Reporter

BERHAMPUR: Services provided
under the ICDS scheme are
dismally poor in Berhampur,
according to a social audit.

The social audit has been
conducted by Youth for Social
Development (YSD), a social
research and development
organisation. Trained citizen
volunteers of the -organisa-
| tion conducted a survey for

the social audit in 13 major
slums of the city. They have
studied the transparency and
accountability of anganwadi
centres and anganwadi work-
ers through a data collected
from beneficiaries, anganwa-
di workers, supervisors, vigi-
lance monitoring
committees, and government
officials. The available infras-
tructure, information, provi-
sion as per the government
guidelines at the anganwadi
centres has also been
checked.

Most of the beneficiaries of
ICDS in Berhampur are from
Scheduled Caste community
constituting 59 per cent of to-
tal beneficiaries. Thirty-one
per cent of the beneficiaries

are from BPL families with an

-average monthly income of -

‘Rs. 3,435. i .
According to the findings of
half of the respondents com-
plained that i cen-
tres are open for around 15
days in a month. The items

. provided under Supplemen-

tary Nutritional Programme
(SNP) are being provided to
lactating mothers once in a
month. !

Some 56.6 per cent of the
lactating mothers are found
to be accessing health check-
up services from anganwadi
centres. The poor services at
anganwadi centres are relat-
ed to non-supply of iron and
folic" acid tablets, irregular
health check-ups.

Some 65.6 per cent of the
beneficiaries - showed their
dissatisfaction over services
provided at the anganwadi
centres. Most of the respon-
dents, around 70 per cent,
have stated that angawadi
centres run in rented houses
without basic facilities like
toilet, classroom, kitchen,
and playing space. As the
funds provided for rent are

Trained citizen volunteers conduct survey in 13 major slums

quite low the anganwadi cen-
tres are not getting proper
buildings on rent for the pur-
pose. Surprisingly not asingle
anganwadi centre has proper
toilets and separate toilet for
girls as well as facility to store
food items.

No drug kits

Ninety per cent of the an-
ganwadi centres did not have
space for kitchen and class-
room for preschool learning,
Sixty per cent of the angan-
wadi centres do not have drug
kits, 30 per cent have mno
drinking water facility and
playing equipments and 10
per cent did not have cooking
utensils. Only 40 per cent of
the anganwadi centres have
complaint register

Most of the anganwadis
have alleged that it has be-
come difficult to manage an-
ganwadi centres with the
budget provided by the gov-
ernment. :

They have also complained
about their insufficient re-
muneration. They wanted an-
ganwadi centres to run in
own buildings with ample
space and amenities.
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