Anti-corruption Project Phase-IlI YSD-PTF

Media Release on Social Audit of Public Distribution System in Brahmapur City
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Anti-corruption Project Phase-IlI

YSD-PTF

PDS of no use to the poor : social audit

Staff Reporter

BERHAMPUR: Poor beneficiaries
living in slums of Berhampur

are not getting properly bene-
fited by the Public Distribu-

tion System (PDS), reported a

social audit report prepared
by Youth for Social I)eveiop-
ment (YSD). i

The YSD happens to be an
independent social research part

and development organisa-
tion. The activists of the YSD
declared the findings of their
social audit on PDS in slums
of the city at a workshop orga-
nised in the city on Thursday.
This social audit report hint-
ed at several factual points
which can lead to 1mprovwa

tion of PDSfor the poor inthe

. %
Bibhu Prasad Sahu of YSD

said they had conducted the

social audit in six slums of the

city through trained citizen
volunteers.

It was found that largest
chunk of PDS beneficiaries
living in slums were from
scheduled caste category
amounting to around 85 per

cent of total beneficiaries.

Apart from the beneficiaries
PDS shop owners and offi-
cials of the Civil Supplies De-
ment  were - also
interviewed for the audit sur-
vey. “We came to the conclu-
sion that  * poor
implementation and mislead-

‘ing government guidelines of.
PDS is proving to be stum-

bling blockin the path of ben-
eficiaries  getting  their

entitled beneﬁbs” Mr. Sahu
‘said.

Around 59 per cent of the
respondents reported that
the PDS shop in their area
was remaining open for 15

days in a month, while 24.6
per cent said the PDS shops in

. their area remained open for

only seven days in a month. It

- was alarming to note that 91.8

per cent of the beneficiaries

~who checked the weight of

items they procured from
PDS shops reported that
there was variation of 10 to 15

‘per cent in weight of the sub-
sidised rice they got from
.there,

Around 90 per cent of the
respondents said they had
never found information re-
garding authorities to whom

‘they may complain in case of

need at the PDS shops.
Owners of almost all Fair
Price Shops (FPS) that are
distribution points of PDS
complained that they are
finding it hard to bear the ex-
penditure incurred on main-
tenance of their shops. Most

of them were ignorant about
the Supreme Court guide-
lines on food security and also
the guidelines of the State
government regarding PDS.
Very few FPS had electronic
weighing machines and did
not have proper space to store
food grains

There are only two inspec-
tors of Civil Supplies Depart-
ment to inspect 183 FPS in
Berhampur. It was alleged
that they never interacted
with the beneficiaries during
their visits to FPS.

The social audit recom-
mended that the Berhampur
Municipal Corporation
(BMC) and State Civil Suppli-
es Department should jointly
take up publicity measures to
create awareness regarding
the norms of PDS among the
poor beneficiaries and FPS
OWners.
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