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REPORT OF THE MEDIA OUTREACH AND COVERAGE OF

“URBAN CORRUPTION SURVEY IN BRAHMAPUR CITY”

Sib Kumar Das
BERHAMPUR: The Berhampur
Development Authority
(BDAY, tehsil and sub-regis-
trar offices in the city are rat-
ed to be the most cormupt
institutiong in the city.

Anti-corruption  slogans
continue to be election issue
vetcommon people of the city
languish in the mud of
corruption,

As per a survey made in
Berhampur recently, most of
the citizens accepted that
paying hribe had become a
way of life to obtain basic
public services.

Eighty two per cent of the
respondents of this sample
survey declared that they
were paying bribe to get pub-
lic services in Berhampur.

=« 82 per cent respondents say they were paying

bribe to get works done

a

. Middlemen play a majer role in this collection of

bribe

This Urban Corruption Sur-
vey was (UCS) was conducted
by a social research and de-
velopment organisation,
Youth for Social Dewvelop-
ment (YSD).

During the survey the re-
spondents reported that brib-
ing was the most prevalent
process to get approvals for
construction from the BDA
and Lo obtain services related
to land records and adminis-
tration from loeal tehsil and
gub-registrar offices.

Around 90 per cent of the

i nl T . Il

respondent families claimed
to have paid bribes to et BDA
services while 85 per cent
claimed to have resorted to
bribing for services from teh-
sil and sub-registrar offices,
The other institutions of pub-
lic service where the respon-
dents allegedly had to pay
bribe included municipal ser-
vices, public distribution sys-
tem, and public health care.
The survey found that the
persons  dccepting  bribes
were nen partisan in their at-
titude. The acceptors of bribe

Citizens rate BDA, tehsil
offices as most corrupt

Disturbing findings emerge from survey conducted by Youth for Social Development

never differentiated between
the economic status of well to
do families and the slum
dwellers.

The amount of bribe re-
mained same for all,

Middlemen played a major
role in this collection of bribe,
Prevalence of these middle-
men was highest in the BDA
followed by land record and
administration,

Drinking water services
ranked third in relation to
dominance of middlemen for
collection of bribe.

The average size of bribe
packet was calculated to be
2,843 for the BDA which was
the highest, It was Rs. 1,655 in
cage of land record and ad-
ministration service,

The average bribe paid in
case of public distribution

services was Rs. 455,

It may be noted-that it is
the poor who mostly benefit
from the public distribution
services,

The citizens were also not
satisfied with the anti-cor-
riplion mechanism,

Around 90 per cent of the
families found the anti-cor-
ruption mechanism to be
POOT OF VETY POOT.

It was found that fear of
harassment and delay in ser-
vices was the main reason for
payment of bribe.

Unavailability of procedur-
al information and the diffi-
cult application procedurs
also compelled citizens to pay
bribe. Most respondents felf
fear of ‘denial of services' was|
the strongest reason for cor-
ruption.

“The Hindu” English Daily May 12, 2009

Staff Reporter

BERHAMPUR: A workshop was
held at Chatrapur to discuss
the *nrban corruption survey
of Berhampur city’.

This werkshop was chaired
by the Ganjam district Col-
lector  V.K.Pandian. This
workshop was aimed at ana-
lIyzing the facts and ironies
revealed by the urban cor-
ruption survey made by the
“Youth for Social Develop-
ment (YSD) Several admiin-
istrative officials and citizen
representatives attended this
workshop.  Mr  Fandian
opined that it was hard to

Youth for Social
Development
conducts survey on
corruption and
bribery in
Berhampur city.

change the psyche of bribe
givers: and bribe takers. Ac-
cording to him the best way
to check corruption was to
destroy the swstem that
linked the two. He was hint-
ing at the middlemen who
played a major role in the
cormpt practices and bribing

Facts in urban corruption

at offices.

Ag per the survey the citi-
zens of Berhampur pay up
bribes worth 57.73 million
rupees in a year to avail basic
public services,

The survey found that 82
per cent of the population of
the city was bribing to ohtain
basic public services. Maost ci-
tizens felt they paid bribes to
eseape from undue hindrane-
es and problems caused by
officials.

The Berhampur Develop-
ment Authority (BDA) and
Land Record and Adminis-

Aration services were rated as

the most corrupl institutions

in Berhampur city.

They were followed by
Public Distribution System
and Drinking Water.

The ¥Y5I) activists suggest-
ed that more Lransparency
and streamlining of official
procedures would lead toless
eorruption. According to Bib-
hu Prasad Sahu of the YSD,
usually the citizens remained
ignovant of the process
through which their applica-
tions got processed in an of-
fice.

The middlemen and the
corrupl officials usually used
this ignoranee W tiap the gul-.
lible to collect bribe.

“The Hindu” May 25, 2009
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Staff Reporter

BERHAMPUR: People are still re-
luctant to come out to pro-
vide  information  and

corruption, says P.S. Ranpise,
Superintendent of Police, vig-
ilance, for Berhampur divi-
sion, This vigilance division is
in-charge of ten southern dis-
tricts of south Orissa,

Mr. Ranpise maugu.rabed 4
signatire campaign initiated
by members of Youth for So-
cial Development (YSD) in
front of the city tehsil office
uit Monday as part of the vigi-
lance awareness week cele-
bration. The YSD has also
taken up a survey in the city
to find out the nature and ex-
tent of corruption in day-to-
day life.

In the morning an anti-cor-
ruption rally by school and
college students was flagged

Anpis
Mr B.'mpme said only his

the nenace of corruption un-
less people themselves stood
up aga.lﬁst it and helped out
the vigilance department lo
trapthe corrupt. According to
him, people were still ralue-
tant lo complain about the
eormpﬁ_ofi-.ﬁécun'ing arpund
them even' in a city like
Berhampur,

He said they were now con-
centrating more on trap cases
to catch corrupt officials red-
handed as it creates a fecling
of panic among the dishonest
officials due to the publicity
such cases garner. He urged
people to come out and pro-
vide information sa that more
dishonest persons could be
trapped. Although the prose-
cution rate was good in the
Berhampur vigilance court

feedback to the Vigilance De-
partment for action against

fofwm ta-Benz square by )
M i

et Mr, Ranpise was of the

ANTI-GRAFT DRIVE:

Berhampur on Monday ~ PHOTO: LINGARAJ PANDA

opinion that prosecution rate
would go up drastically if the
delayin judgment of vigilance
cases could get reduced. Ow-

ing to delaved court cases at

times the witnesses were
changing their version to the
benefit of the culprits; he
added.

Vigilance week

BHUBANESWAR: Pointing out

that it did not spare persons

hold.mg high polltlcal and
public offices, the vigilance
wing of State police on Mon-
day claimed that 81 class-T of-
ficers, including three IAS
officers, were trapped in
2008,

As the celebration of the
Vigilance Week was kick-
started on Monday, the anti-

‘corruption department said

86 government servants were
arrested and forwarded to the

Vigilance Supermtendent of Police flags off student rally to mark the occasion
G

court.

Moreover, the department.

sald 47 class-11 officers wers
found to be involved in the
corruption cases. Of total 134
cases those were charge-

shested, as many as 44 cases

ended in conviction.
Inaugurating the State-lev-

el function, Chief Minister

Naveen Patnaik said the State
was poised for massive indus-
trialisation and it was fore-

Campaign launched against corruption

itizens pulting their signature at a campaign agamsr corruption launched by Youth for Soctal Development in

mo:.t ‘duty of every pubhc
servant to remain
non-corrupt.

Director General of Police
(vigilance) Anup Patnaik said
State vigilance had so far reg-
istered H5 cases against 32
1AS officers. Ofthese 83 cases,
charge-sheets were filed in 17
cases against 10 IAS officers,
hezaid.

Similarly, 11 cases were

“The Hindu” English Daily,

4 November,

2008

reg& tercd Against seven TPS _aeninet thairhisharpne

officers, of which charge-
sheets were placed in 10 cases
against six IP§ officers, he
said. For expeditious trials of
vigilance cases, three more
special judge vigilance courts,
would be vpened each at Bha-
wanipatna, Phulbani and
Keonjhar,

Meanwhile, State vigilance
wing asked the general public
to start lodging complaint




