PMGSY works to come under scanner

Staff Reporter

BERHAMPUR: An experimental
project has been initiated in
Gajapati district to bring in
transparency in the imple-
mentation of Pradhan Mantri
Gram Sadak Yojna (PMGSY).
The project has been taken up
by Youth for Social Develop-
ment (YSD), a social research
and development organisa-
tion. .

According to Bibhu Prasad
Sahu of YSD, it will be a one-
and-half-year project. Under
it, the whole contract selec-
tion process for the PMGSY
roads will be studied and
scrutinised. Every aspect of
contract selection process
and its transparency will be
taken into account.

Through participation of
localites, the process of con-
struction of rural roads under
the PMGSY will be moni-
tored. It will be studied
whether the quality complies

with the agreement of the
contract or not. Through in-
creased community partici-
pation and monitoring, the
quality of rural roads being
taken up under the PMGSY
can be improved a lot, says
Mr. Sahu.

The aim of PMGSY is to
provide road communication
to all habitations having a
population of more than 500
persons. In the past, there
were allegations of corrup-
tion and misappropriation of
sanctioned funds during the
laying of the PMGSY roads in
remote tribal pockets.

Under the project, the loca-
lites will be made aware of the
Right to Information (RTI)

Act and they will be urged to
use it to get information
about the PMGSY project
taken up in their respective
areas thereby increasing the
social accountability.

Citizen panels

Citizen committees will be
formed to menitor the road-
laying work. The YSD has
joined hands with local social
organisations for it. It has al-
so got in touch with the Rural
Works Department of Gaja-
pati district for proper imple-
mentation of the project. It
feels monitoring by benefici-
aries will surely help in im-
proving quality of PMGSY
roads. ,
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